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MINUTES 

TRANSPORTATION ASSET MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

BRIDGE COMMITTEE MEETING 

July 26, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Aeronautics Building, 2nd Floor, Commission Conference Room 

2700 Port Lansing Road 

Lansing, Michigan 
 

 

** Frequently Used Acronyms List attached.  

 

Committee Member: 

Keith Cooper, MDOT – Vice-Chair   Rebecca Curtis, MDOT – Chair               

Don Disselkoen, MAC   Al Halbeisen, OHM Advisors 

Wayne Harrall, KCRC, via Telephone Joanna Johnson, RCKC/CRA 

Bill McEntee, CRA, via Telephone   Gary Mekjian, MML, via Telephone 

Brian Vilmont, Prein & Newhof 

 

Support Staff: 

Roger Belknap, MDOT   Scott Bershing, MTU, via Telephone  

Chris Gilbertson, MTU, via Telephone  Josh Ross, DTMB/CSS 

Gloria Strong, MDOT 

            

Members Absent: 

Gary Mekjian, MML 

Brad Wieferich, MDOT 

 

Public Present: 

Michelle Crak, Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

Patrick Ertel, MDNR 

Brad Pagratis, MDNR 

 

1._Welcome - Call-To-Order - Introductions:    

The meeting was called-to-order at 2:06 p.m..  Everyone present was introduced.   

 

2.  Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items: 

None 

 

3.  Additions or Deletions of Agenda Items: 

None 

 

4._Consent Agenda (Action Item): 

4.1. - Approval of the June 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes (Attachment 1) 

Motion:  D. Disselkoen made a motion to approve the June 19, 2018 meeting minutes; K. Cooper 

seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by all members present. 

 

4.2. – TAMC Fall Conference Update 

The date of the fall TAMC Conference in Marquette had to be changed from October 11, 2018 to 

an alternate date due to a conflict between another conference being held on the same date.  The 
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two possible alternative dates selected are October 23rd or October 25th, 2018.  The majority of 

the Bridge Committee felt Tuesday, October 23, 2018 would be a better date for the conference 

where most would be available to attend. 

 

5.  DNR Culvert Management Presentation – P. Ertel and B. Pagratis: 

P. Ertel and B. Pagratis from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) shared what 

is happening in their department with culvert inspections and their process.  DNR are currently 

inventorying state forest roads.  Their culvert inspections were funded by private funds.  All of 

the northeast and northwestern culverts have been inspected.  That information can be found at 

NorthernMichiganStreams.org.  It is all raw data.  The DNR process began in the fisheries area 

of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and was later adopted by DNR. 

DNR has tried to standardize the process and what is collected. Many non-profit organizations 

have accepted the DNR process.  P. Ertel does 5 trainings a year for the volunteers that inspect 

the culverts.  DNR is trying to work with the Road Commission who will place the data, if 

possible, into Roadsoft. They have a few obstacles right now with getting the data into Roadsoft.  

For instance, some systems are not unified.  They are recommending for right now to use the 

ArcGIS data collector app to store the data. Because of the Roadsoft data issue some people are 

using just pencil and paper and other databases.  They feel  that the State should  house all culvert 

data.  DNR would like TAMC to use their process so that all of the culvert data is housed in one 

location.  DNR shared a copy of their “Inventory Instructions – Great Lakes Road Stream 

Crossing Inventory Instructions – 5/6/11” manual with the committee. DTMB has a little culvert 

data in myculvert.gov.  DNR can share their culvert GPS points in an access database.  DNR 

shares their data with DEQ on an as needed basis and only the information that they need.  He 

does not believe that DEQ has a whole data set.  P. Ertel is going to double check what culvert 

data DEQ has.   Gary Coheb from DEQ sends the culvert data that they collect to DNR.  There 

are also non-profit private organizations that house culvert data. Many people seem to have data, 

but we need to figure out how to share that data inventory. There is also a need for someone to 

edit the data and maintain it.  There may be a need to make a data sharing agreement.  DNR will 

work through R. Curtis in getting their data to MTU.  It can later be decided what data sets need 

to be collected and what will be used.  Data items need a unique identifier.  For now, the goal is 

to get all of the culvert data in one location.   

 

The Bridge Committee feels that S. Bershing, MTU, should include a section in his Culvert Pilot 

Project report regarding the DNR/DEQ culvert inspection data collection effort.   

 

Action Item:  DNR will share with R. Curtis their culvert data and she can share that with MTU.  

MTU should also specifically look at Van Buren County data that has been submitted to DNR.  

Also, MTU can look at the different sites noted above and find out what kind of culvert data is 

stored on those sites.   

 

Action Item:   MTU will add a section in the Culvert Pilot Project Report regarding the 

DNR/DEQ culvert inspection data collection effort. Data sharing and stumbling blocks should be 

a part of the section.   

 

Action Item:   J. Johnson will pull together a list of other partners from the Infrastructure Pilot 

that may have culvert inventory and share with MTU.   
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6. Update Items 

 6.1. – FY 2018 TAMC Pilot Project for Culvert Data Collection – CSS/MTU 

 CSS is ready to receive the culvert data from MTU.  Data is coming in and in different 

forms.  CSS will work with MTU to convert it so that it can be loaded into Roadsoft.  

MTU has been sending over to CSS test files to see how they are exporting into Roadsoft.   

 

6.1.1. – Michigan Technological University Project Update – C. Gilbertson 

and S. Bershing 

MTU is in the process of trying to organize the data that is being submitted.  The 

deadline for all agencies to submit their culvert data is July 31, 2018.  MTU will 

be checking off all of the agencies that are downloading their data to ensure that 

data from all participants is received.  Some of the agencies that originally agreed 

to do the pilot have decided not to participate.  CSS also receives data that is 

directly submitted into Roadsoft and they will need to notify MTU who has 

downloaded their culvert data.  CSS will send a list every other day to MTU after 

they get all the data on July 31, 2018.  It will be important to get the hours that the 

agencies logged, centerline miles, and how many culverts they have inspected per 

jurisdiction.  This information is needed for the Culvert Pilot Project Report as 

well as for the MPOs to get paid.  There needs to a check and balances done on 

these items.   

 

 6.1.1.1. – Draft Initial Chapters of the Culvert Report 

The committee wants to be sure that the best practices that were learned 

from this pilot project are reflected in the report.  R. Curtis would like all 

of the committee members to review and submit any questions/comments 

on the report to MTU within two (2) weeks (August 9, 2018).  J. Johnson 

has already reviewed the first draft of the report that MTU has submitted 

and she will share her notes with all of the committee members.   

 

Action Item:  CSS will send a list of agencies every other day to MTU after they get all of the 

downloaded culvert data on July 31, 2018. 

 

Action Item:  J. Johnson will share her notes on the initial draft of the Culvert Pilot Project Report 

from MTU.  

 

 6.1.2. – Status of Region Project Authorizations and Invoices – R. Belknap 

The main project authorization revision forms have all been completed except possibly 

two.    

 

 6.1.3. – Update Genesee County Inquiry – R. Belknap (Attachment 2) 

 R. Belknap received an email from Genesee County Road Commission on July 9, 2018, 

stating that they will not be participating in the Culvert Pilot Project. 
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6.2. – Schedule Additional Dates for Next Bridge Committee Meeting – R. Belknap 

In light of the Culvert Pilot Project activities the Bridge Committee has decided to hold a  

meeting on August 23, 2018 and September 17, 2018 to review the final Culvert Pilot Project 

Report from MTU.  If needed the September 17, 2018 meeting can be changed to a conference 

call.  NOTE:  Full TAMC will review the final draft at their September 5, 2018 meeting. Final 

amendments to finalize the report will be done by the Bridge Committee on September 17,  

2018.    

 

Motion:  J. Johnson made a motion to approve the schedule as amended; B. Vilmont seconded  

the motion.  The motion was approved by all members present.   

 

6.3. – “The Bridge” LTAP Newsletter Article – R. Belknap 

The Bridge Committee is responsible for the next LTAP article.  It was decided to do 

the article on the TAMC Culvert Pilot Report.  C. Gilbertson will take the lead on the 

article and the Bridge Committee and support staff will support and assist him.   

 

6.4. - 2019 TAMC Bridge Committee Meeting Schedule – R. Belknap  (Attachment 3) 

The 2019 draft meeting schedule for the Bridge Committee was shared and reviewed.  The 

meetings will be held on the third Thursday of each month; 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m..  The 

committee members decided to change their meetings to the following dates:  January 17; 

April 18, and July 18, 2019.   

 

Motion:  J. Johnson made a motion to approve the schedule as amended; D. Disselkoen 

seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by all members present.   

 

6.  Public Comments: 

None 

 

7.  Member Comments: 

B. McEntee shared with the committee road data analysis that he previously shared with the Data 

Committee yesterday.  He would like to get the Bridge Committee input on the analysis and see 

if they think it is something that is needed also for the bridge information from the IRT and can 

be added to the TAMC Annual Report. The Bridge Committee feels this is something worthwhile 

and supports this.  The Bridge Committee will come up with a list for B. McEntee to use to 

complete his data analysis.  R. Belknap will provide a copy of the road data analysis B. McEntee 

shared at the Data Committee meeting yesterday.  CSS will present this information to the full 

Council at their next meeting and request their approval.   

 

8.  Adjournment: 

J. Johnson made a motion for the meeting to adjourn; K. Cooper seconded the motion.  The motion 

was approved by all members present.  The meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m. The next meeting will 

be held August 23, 2018, at 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m., MDOT Aeronautics Building, 2nd Floor 

Commission Conference Room, Lansing.   
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FREQUENTLY USED ACRONYMS: 

AASHTO AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS 

ACE ADMINISTRATION, COMMUNICATION, AND EDUCATION (TAMC COMMITTEE) 

ACT-51 PUBLIC ACT 51 OF 1951-DEFINITION:  A CLASSIFICATION SYTEM DESIGNED TO DISTRIBUTE 

MICHIGAN’S ACT 51 FUNDS.  A ROADWAY MUST BE CLASSIFIED ON THE ACT 51 LIST TO 

RECEIVE STATE MONEY. 

ADARS ACT 51 DISTRIBUTION AND REPORTING SYSTEM 

BTP BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING (MDOT) 

CRA COUNTY ROAD ASSOCIATION (OF MICHIGAN) 

CSD CONTRACT SERVICES DIVISION (MDOT) 

CSS  CENTER FOR SHARED SOLUTIONS 

DI DISTRESS INDEX 

FAST FIXING AMERICA’S SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT 

FHWA FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

FOD FINANCIAL OPERATIONS DIVISION (MDOT) 

FY FISCAL YEAR 

GLS REGION V GENESEE-LAPEER-SHIAWASSEE REGION V PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

GVMC GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

HPMS HIGHWAY PERFORMANCE MONITORING SYSTEM 

IBR INVENTORY BASED RATING 

IRI INTERNATIONAL ROUGHNESS INDEX 

IRT INVESTMENT REPORTING TOOL 

KATS KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 

KCRC KENT COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 

LDC LAPTOP DATA COLLECTORS 

LTAP LOCAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

MAC MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

MAP-21 MOVING AHEAD FOR PROGRESS IN THE 21ST CENTURY (ACT) 

MAR MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF REGIONS 

MDOT MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

MDTMB MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

MITA MICHIGAN INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION 

MML MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 

MPO METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

MTA MICHIGAN TOWNSHIPS ASSOCIATION 

MTF MICHIGAN TRANSPORTATION FUNDS 

MTPA MICHIGAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ASSOCIATION 

MTU MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 

NBI NATIONAL BRIDGE INVENTORY 

NBIS NATIONAL BRIDGE INSPECTION STANDARDS 

NFA NON-FEDERAL AID 

NFC NATIONAL FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION 

NHS NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

PASER PAVEMENT SURFACE EVALUATION AND RATING 

PNFA PAVED NON-FEDERAL AID 

PWA PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION 
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QA/QC QUALITY ASSURANCE/QUALITY CONTROL 

RCKC ROAD COMMISSION OF KALAMAZOO COUNTY 

ROW RIGHT-OF-WAY 

RPA REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY 

RPO REGIONAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

SEMCOG SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

STC STATE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

STP STATE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

TAMC TRANSPORTATION ASSET MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

TAMCSD TRANSPORTATION ASSET MANAGEMENT COUNCIL SUPPORT DIVISION 

TAMP TRANSPORTATION ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 

TPM TRANSPORTATION PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

UWP UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM 

S:/GLORIASTRONG/TAMC FREQUENTLY USED ACRONYMS.03.08.2017.GMS 

   


